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We can allow satellites, planets, suns, universe, 

nav whole svstems of universes, to be governed 

by laws, but the smallest insect, we wish to be 
created at once Бу special act. 
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Top view of folded model, 
wings open. 
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The completed bed bug. 
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View from underside. 
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The completed mosquito. 
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| This model of Linnaeus' leaf insect ( 
| from а 10-inch 5 
and 


) is folded 
quare of handmade origami paper, a blend of abaca 
rag cotton fiber. I wanted to deliver a convincing change in texture 
from the stick-like legs to the leaf appendages as well as creating 
a distribution of lavers that would give the folder the 
opportunitv to shape the model in a realistic 


Fun fact about leaf insects, cousins of walking sticks: they are sometimes 
fooled by the 


ir own camouflage and end up eating each other! 


way. 
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When it comes to horned beetles, 


RHINOCEROS the common rhinoceros beetle 
is probably the most basic. That 
BEET LE is pro 


means that I could focus on 
producing a clean, 3D body with 
an even distribution of layers, | 
Many different Paper types and 4 

thicknesses сап be used, but 
Id avoid very thick Paper. This 
model locks itself together during 
the folding process, so glues or 
special treatments aren't needed. 
А 10-inch square will produce a 
| 4-inch long model. 
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of the crease pattern. 
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LUNA N 


moths are 
for an origami 
to create several 


Butterflies and 
interesting subjects 
designer. You need 
slender appendages 45 well as wide, 
flat wings. This particular moth— 

the male Chinese luna moth—is 
especially striking for its long, 
trailing hindwings and feathery 
antennae. This model is best 
folded from very strong, yet very 
thin paper. A 10-inch square will 
produce a 6-inch model. 
Applying glue or paper 
stiffener to the finished piece 
can help it keep its shape. 
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ЕСІ first designed a version of this model т 2008 M and revised it in 20128 
I like to use tracing paper to fold this model. I recommend starting out 


with a 25-inch square, which results in a finished piece of about 6% inches. 
It takes me 7 hours to fold this particular model. 


Whenever I fold with tracing paper, I use a wet finish. At the last point | 

_ where the model still lies flat, I spray the model with water, flatten and ағу | 
— itsomewhat, and then complete the final steps. This process works best if 
you work on one section at a time. If you apply too much water or spray 
the whole model at once, then the paper will likely sag and wrinkle. | 
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Folded titan beetle set against 
crease pattern for this model 
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This is a recent (2012) revision of a model I first created in 2005. I folded 
the model you see here with O-gami, but basically I would advise using the 
thinnest paper available. Tracing paper is 41 gsm, so try anything thinner 
than 50 gsm. To get a finished model with a 6%-inch wingspan, I started 
with a 17-inch square. Leave vourself at least 5 to 7 hours to fold this model. 
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PS best results, I recommend 
folding this from a sheet of sized 
paper (as thin as you can find), 
ideally 40 cm or larger (the 
photographed piece was from 
a 40 cm (16 inches) square). 
You should start with dry paper 
and fold it dry up to the point 
| that it starts to become 3D. At 
that point, I recommend using 
a small paintbrush and a dish 
of water to selectively dampen 
legs, wings, body segments, etc., 
for shaping, taking breaks to let 
one part dry before moving on 
| to the next. 
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Yellow Jacket 


Top view 


Creases used for this step, shown on unfolded paper for claritv. 
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Top view 


Cross-section view of the Creases used for this step, on 
lavers, before and after an unfolded paper. 
the reverse fold. 
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Creases used for this step, on 
an unfolded paper. 
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View of the pleats 
from the side. 
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Folded vellow jacket set against the crease pattern for the model. 


View from the underside 
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